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CLAIMS 



1. An assembly for use in suspending a load from a load cell, 
comprising: 

5 

an upper part adapted to be secured to an anchor point ar.d frcm 
which said load cell may be suspended; and 

a luwei part adapted Lo uc Suspended from said load cell and from 
10 which said load may b© suspended, 

wherein, in use, said assembly may be used in at least two positions, 
including: 

15 an inoperative position wherein said load cell is not fitted, where 

said lower part and hence said load are supported- on said" upper 
part; 

and 

20 

an operative position wherein said lower part and said load are 
supported only through said load cell and said lower part does not 
rest on said upper part. 

25 2, The assembly of claim 1, further including means adapted to switch 
said assembly between said inoperative and said operative positions, being 
lifting means adapted to lift said lower part off said upper part. 

3. The assembly of claim 2, wherein said lifting means is adapted to 
30 lift said lower pan by lifting said load cell. 
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A Thp flssamhly of claim 2 r wherein said lifting means comprises an 
upper engagement member , by means of which the upper part engages 
said load cell, and a lower engagement member by means of which said 
lower part engages said load cell, wherein said lower engagement member 
5 fixes said lower part vertically relative to said load cell, whilst said upper 
engagement member allows controlled movement of said load cell relative 
to said upper part. 

5. The assembly of claim 4 wherein said upper engagement member is 
10 adapted to rotate about an axis and has a portion offset from said axis. 

6. The assembly of claim 5 wherein said upper engagement member is 
adapted to engage said load ceUTf said ottset portion. 

15 7. The assembly of claim 5 wherein said upper engagement member 
comprises a cranked shaft. 

8. The assembly of claim 5, wherein said assembly is adapted to 
engage the load cell using said offset portion of said upper engagement 

20 member. 

9. The assembly of claim 7, wherein said upper engagement member 
further comprises a handle, by means of which rotation of said shaft is 
facilitated, and which is securable to said upper pan such that, in use, 

25 said upper engagement member cannot rotate. 

10. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said assembly is adapted to be 
positionable in a further, "transit", position wherein said lower part is 
secured to said upper part, 

30 
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11. The assembly Of Claim ■ 10 wiitri ciir,- in-stmi--o^ci'&Uv>5 ^oaiti^v- a 

further shaft secures said lower part to said load cell and, in said transit 
position, said further shaft secures said upper part to said lower part. 

5 12. The assembly of claim 1 wherein said upper part is of the form of a 
frame surrounding an interior space, with an orifice providing 
communication between said interior and exterior spaces , wherein said 
lower part, in said inoperative position, rests on inner walls of said upper 
part in a region of the orifice. 

10 

13. The assembly of claim 12 wherein said assembly is arranged so 
that said lower part cannot fall through said orifice. 

14. A combination of an assembly for use in suspending a load from a 
15 load cell according to claim 1 and a load cell, and wherein said 

combination further comprises an upper engagement member, by means 
of which said upper part is adapted to engage said load cell and allow 
controlled movement of said load cell between said operative and 
inoperative positions, and a lower engagement member by means of which 
20 said lower part is adapted to engage said load cell and fix said lower part 
vertically relative to said load ceil. 

15. The combination of claim 14 wherein said load cell is an S-beam 
load cell. 

25 

16* The combination of claim 14 wherein said load-cell is adapted io 
pivot about a connection thereof to said upper part, being a portion of 
said upper engagement member offset from an axis of said upper 
engagement member. 
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17. The combination of claim 14 wherein said lower part rests on a 
surface of said upper part in said inoperative position, which substantially 
defines a section of a surface of a sphere with a centre at a point about 
which said load cell is piyotable. 

5 

18. A method of meas^Hng thp fnrr.A rtna rn a load, comprising the.. . 
steps of: 

a) suspending said load from an assembly; 

10 

b) fitting said assembly with a load cell; and 

c) causing said assembly to transfer said load such that it is being 
supported by said load cell, 

15 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the step of causing said assembly 
to transfer said load to said load cell comprises lifting a body associated 
with said load cell at least partially off a rest. 

20 20. The method of claim 19 wherein said lifting of said body is 
achieved by means of rotation of a cranked shaft. 

21. The method" 'Ot Claim lV/lliCiaCiltig Uit: «t«u ui iuwrstiiiH Kwiii .itiiiiv 

back onto said rest such that said load cell may be removed. 

25 

22. An assembly for use in supporting loads on a load cell, comprising: 

a lower port adapted to support c load cell; -and- 

30 an upper part adapted to be supported by said load cell and on 

which a load can be supported, 
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wherein, in- uae, said assembly may be used in at least tv/o positions, 
including: 

5 an inoperative position wherein said load cell is not fitted, where 

said upper part, and hence said load, is supported on said lower 
part; and 

an operative position wherein said upper part and said load are 
10 supported only through said load cell and said upper part does not 

rest on said lower part, 

and wherein said assembly includes lifting means comprising an upper 
engagement member, by means of which said upper part is adapted 
i5 "erfgagfc said ioad ceii and wnicn allows control Iftri movement of said upper 
part relative to said load cell. 

23. The assembly of claim 22 wherein said movement controlled by 
said upper engagement member is at least partially vertical, and wherein 

20 said upper engagement member is to raise said upper part relative to said 
load cell from said operative position to a raised position. 

24. The assembly of claim 23 further including fixing means, which 
are adapted to fix said upper and lower parts together and hence support 

25 said upper pan on said lower part. 

25. The assembly of claim 24 wherein said fixing means are adapted to 
be introduced in Said raised positioir-of stiid upper part, upos Vthich said 
upper engagement member lowers said upper pan onto said fixing means. 

31T - 
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26. The assembly of claim 22 wherein said upper engagement member 

is adapted to rotate about an axis and has at least one portion offset from -» • 
this axis, wherein said upper engagement member is adapted to engage 
said load cell at a pordun offset from said axis of rotation. - 

5 

27. The assembly of claim 26 wherein said upper engagement member 
engages said upper part such that rotation pf_j$aid upper eng agement 
member about said axis of rotation causes said upper part to move relative 
to said load cell. 

10 

28. A combination of an assembly for use in supporting loads on a load 
cell, comprising an assembly according claim 22 and a load cell. 

29. The combination of claim 28 wherein said load cell is a shear beam 
15 load cell. 

V 

30. The combination of claim 28 wherein said load cell engages said 
upper engagement member about a groove in said load cell. 

20 31. An assembly for use in supporting a load with a load cell, 
comprising a support for said load cell, a support for said load, and an 
engagement means adapted to move said load cell and a first one of said 
supports relative to one another and which is adapted to provide said 
engagement between said first support and said load cell. 

25 

32. The assembly of claim 31 wherein said engagement means is a 
cranked bar, rotation of which is adapted to cause said relative movement 
of said first support and said load cell. 



30 33. 



A combination of the assembly of claim 31 and a load cell. 



